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May 1st and 15th ONLY!

BY LANA BORTOLOT
Special to amNewYork

When New York Uni-
versity public-relations 
instructor Faye Rogaski 
linked to some of her stu-
dents on Facebook, she got 
the usual news feeds — and 
way too much information: 
salacious updates and pho-
tos that left her less than 
impressed.  

“I think our society has 
become overly casual,” she 
said. “I thought kids had to 
be taught much younger, 
and like math or any other 
subject, manners should be 
an inherent part of educa-
tion.”  

First, she developed a les-
son plan, “The Brand Called 
You,” focusing on online 
reputation management 

and in-person presentation 
skills. Rogaski, 35, soon 
realized that in most cases 
her students never had 
manners to begin with. 

So, last fall, Rogaski 

launched socialsklz:-), 
an etiquette workshop 
for young people ages 4 
through 18. She focuses on 
age-appropriate manners, 
from presentation skills to 

thank-you notes. Another 
session covers electronic 
etiquette — the dos and 
don’ts of social media and 
personal devices in public. 

“People cringe when they 

hear the word ‘manners,’ 
so I say these are tools to 
thrive in the modern world,” 
Rogaski said. 

She also conducts classes 
in some public schools and 
organizations, such as Big 
Brother Big Sisters of New 
York City. She teaches kids 
not just the niceties but also 
how to respect themselves 
and the world around 
them.

She’s a digital Miss Manners

Faye Rogaski, the founder of socialsklz:-), teaches her 
students how to behave at a dinner party. (PHOTOS: DEIDRE SCHOO)

She’s a big believer in the 
value of proper manners.

Showdown vote 
looms today on 
finance overhaul

The Senate’s top nego-
tiators on financial overhaul 
legislation said yesterday 

they were not 
optimistic 
about striking 
an agreement 
on features of 
the bill before 
a showdown 
vote today.

Sen. Richard 
Shelby, the top Republican 
on the Senate Banking, 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
Committee, predicted all 41 
GOP senators would vote 
to delay the start of debate, 
unless continuing weekend 
talks led to a deal.

Still, Shelby and Demo-
cratic Sen. Chris Dodd, the 
committee’s chairman, said 
an agreement was closer. 
Dodd said he held out hope 
a deal could be struck in the 
coming days. (AP)

Shelby

+’DRAGON’ CHAMP AGAIN
THREE-D FAMILY MOVIE “How to Train Your Dragon” 
continues to breathe fire at the box office, winning the weekend 
with a reported $15 million take in its fifth week of release. (AP)

MORE INFO
● Workshop cost: $195, $225 
(for teens)
● Individual classes: $65, 
$125 (for teens)
● 24 Union Sq. E., btwn 15th 
and 16th sts.; 130 E. 80th St., 
btwn Lexington and 
Park aves. 
● 212-579-5300
● socialsklz.com


