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Ron Paul
to turn up
heat on Fed
Republican Rep. Ron
Paul, who will take
over as the head of the
subcommittee that
oversees the Federal
Reserve when the new
Congress is seated in
January, said yesterday
that he will seek greater
transparency but will not
be sending subpoenas to
the chairman of the central bank, Ben Bernanke,
from Day One.
He said he’ll send requests for information to
the Fed’s accountants,
“and say
this is what
I want, and
to see what
happens,”
Paul said.
(REUTERS)
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U.S. online sales are up 12
percent to $27.5 billion so far
this holiday shopping season
compared with a year ago,
according to research firm
comScore.
From Nov. 1 to Dec. 17, four
individual days surpassed
$900 million, led by “Green
Monday” on Dec. 13 with
$954 million and “Free Shipping Day,” Dec. 17, with $942
million, comScore
(REUTERS)
said.
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Kurt Thometz’s Jumel Terrace B&B houses a fine collection of Harlem books.

sion was finding a wedding
gift for a bodyguard to give
to his betrothed billionaire
employer. For him, Thometz
procured an early-16thcentury German prayer
book encasing a painted
miniature. Price: $15,000.
Sugar Hill resident Eric K.
Washington, an author and
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historian, said there isn’t
another store like it.
“He has a unique compen-

(TIFFANY L. CLARK)

dium for Harlem audiences.
I think he provides a service
for people who are hungry
for literature” he said.
And then there’s the
bookseller himself. Said
Washington, “He’s fascinating and informed and
funny — not just another
bookseller.”

VP: We can reverse tax deal in 2012
The Obama administration will be better positioned to fight the
extension of
tax cuts
for the

wealthiest Americans when
they are set to expire in two
years, Vice President Joe Biden
said yesterday.
Appearing on NBC’s “Meet
the Press,” Biden said the

administration will be able to
make a better case ahead of the
2012 presidential election that
continuing the benefit for high
earners “does not make sense.”
The provision benefiting the

richest Americans was a centerpiece of compromise legislation
backed by the White House and
approved last week by Congress
to extend Bush-era tax cuts for
(REUTERS)
two years.
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