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CALL MS. TISHA: 516-487-6790 EXT 224
OR MR. MAYER: 516-297-7677

BROKERS WELCOME

ROOKLYNBB
BEAUTIFUL LARGE

APARTMENTS

STUDIO, 1 & 2
BEDROOM

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

NO FEE
WITH THIS AD!

TWO BEDROOMS ARE
BETTER THAN ONE!

177 STREET • NO BROKER FEE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY • LARGE APARTMENTS
Parkchester combines affordable living with
all these outstanding features and amenities:

Windowed Kitchens and Bathrooms · Generous Closets
Hardwood Floors · plus Many, Many More.
FiOS and High Speed Internet are available.

Parkchester is located on 129 acres with lawns, shade trees,
flower beds, playgrounds, ballfields and 24-hour security.

See our model apts and ourPremier apartment collection

www.parkchesternyc.com

PARKCHESTER

$1300per
mo

as
low
as

ON 2 BEDROOM APTS

1 BR APTS AS LOWAS
$935PER MO

FREE
ONE MONTH RENT

FOR AN APPOINTMENT TO OUR OPEN HOUSE CALL
Tues & Thurs 5:30pm-7:45pm

Sat 10am-1:45pm

EHO

718-412-4641

2 QUALIFIED ROOMMATES CAN SHARE

FOR AS LITTLE AS $650 PER MOEACH

IF YOU SIGN BY OCTOBER 30

How to Buy a 
HUD Home

Learn how to buy and
where to �nd a HUD home

Find out how to get
�nancing to buy a HUD home

Monday, October 25, 2010
6:00pm - 8:00pm

718.457.1017
For more information on this and other seminars , 

please call NHS of Northern Queens at

Located at 60-20 Woodside Ave., 2nd Fl Woodside, NY 
(Above Astoria Federal Savings Bank)

www.nhsnyc.org

To advertise in amNewYork 
call 212-239-8714

For its boosters, the 
borough north of 
Kings is fine as it is
BY LaNa BortoLot 
special to amNewyork

If Brooklyn is the new Manhat-
tan, will Queens become the new 
Brooklyn? It’s the question on the 
lips of many borough-watchers 
eyeing the rise and fall of real 
estate prices and the migration 
patterns that follow.

Increasingly known for its 
creative communities and hipster 
mind-set, Brooklyn has 
pre-empted Queens’ 
longer-standing artistic 
status — the borough 
was home to America’s 
jazz royalty and screen 

stars. But residents give that little 
regard: Queens, the largest of the 
five boroughs, has its own particu-
lar vibe that many wouldn’t trade 
for all the bistros in Brooklyn. 

“As innovative as Brooklyn is — 
and I wish we could have a little 
more of that here — we lack the 
striving self-consciousness of it,” 
said chef and author Tamara Reyn-
olds, an 11-year Astoria resident. 

Spread out over nearly 110 square 
miles, Queens presents a tangle of 
ethnic neighborhoods. Borough 
historian Jack Eichenbaum notes, 
“Outsiders may perceive a compli-
cated whole, but insiders mostly 

relate to their neighborhood rather 
than the borough as a whole.”

Those far-out nabes — Jamaica, 
Flushing and Willets Point — are 
“poised for growth the moment 
someone is willing to go there” said 
Brian Rafferty, executive editor of 
the Queens Tribune.

“I think Queens is evolving in a 
way people don’t understand,” he 
said. Rafferty speculates that some 
areas at the end of the No. 7 line 

could become like independent 
city-states.

What isn’t guesswork now is 
where it’s all happening, and that’s 
in waterfront neighborhoods such 
as Astoria, which boast burgeoning 
dining scenes, and satellite neigh-
borhoods such as Sunnyside.

Brooklyn gets kudos for its 
sustainable lifestyle, but since the 
17th century, Queens has been 
green, and it’s getting greener. 

The Queens County Farm Museum 
is the oldest and only historical 
working farm in the city. This 
summer, Brooklyn Grange opened 
as the city’s largest rooftop urban 
farm in Long Island City. Coming in 
2011: Queens Harvest Food Co-Op.

“It’s probably inspired by what’s 
been going on in Brooklyn, but it’s 
a return to our roots in a modern 
way,” said Leah McLaughlin, of Ed-
ible Queens magazine.

Can Queens 
go Brooklyn?

Gantry Plaza 
State Park 
is on former 
industrial 
space in Long 
Island City. 
(marie claire andrea)

Queens has a vibe that 
many wouldn’t trade 
for brooklyn’s bistros. 
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1-800-382-HOME (4663)
For more information, call

or visit www.housing.ny.gov

• 30- or 40- year fixed interest rates that are typically
belowmarket;

• Financing up to 97%;
• Flexible underwriting guidelines;
• Down payment assistance (higher of $3,000 or 3% of the loan
amount or up to $10,000);

• No points;
• No financing add ons.

The State of New YorkMortgage Agency (SONYMA)
offers first-time homebuyers:

The path to your first home.

BEAUTIFUL LARGE
APARTMENTS

STUDIO, 1 & 2 BEDROOM
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

q Q

CALL MS. TRISHA: 516-487-6790 EXT 233
OR MR. DAVID: 917-807-0019

BROKERS WELCOME

BRONX
The

NO FEE WITH THIS AD!

Jack Eichenbaum, the Queens 
borough historian, discusses the 
borough’s future.

The big question: Will 
Queens gentrify and be-
come a borough of micro-
nabes of coolness like 
Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, 

DUMBO, Red 
Hook, etc.? 
Not likely for 
gentrification. 
These areas 
were once for 
the urban (up-
per middle 
class) gentry. 
Queens was 
built in more 
“suburban 
style” for the 
lower middle 

and middle class. (LIC is ex-
ceptional since it’s an industrial 
conversion like Dumbo and Red 
Hook.) “Coolness”  is something 
else. It’s already here. It’s increas-
ingly cool to live in an area that 
has convenient transportation, 
biking ... [and] not a price rip-off 
for most essentials. 

How would you describe 
Queens’ DNA? [It’s] an in-

heritance of small rural and sub-
urban 19th-century nodes that 
grew denser and more connected 
in the 20th century.

What keeps the borough 
from becoming over-gen-
trified?  Immigrant competition 
and simpler quality of original 
structures.

Where are the most likely 
areas of gentrification and 
why? Jackson Heights and 
Sunnyside Gardens are historic 
districts. Enclaves like Forest Hills 
Gardens, Kew Gardens, Malba 

... and Bayside Gables were built 
for the upper middle class or 
wealthy and haven't changed too 
much in the last century or so. 
Classic gentrification ... is not as 
likely as more spillover of native-
born Americans.

What neighborhoods are 
prime for development?   
[It’s] already happened in Astoria 
and Forest Hills, and it could 
happen more in Jackson Heights, 
Elmhurst and Flushing. 

‘Cool’? Queens already has it

Q&A

The arch over 46th Street is a Sunnyside icon. (marie claire andrea)

Astoria has long been 
a dining destination for 
Manhattanites seeking 
ethnic food, but the grub 
scene here is diversifying 
and finding its own among 
locals. 

Hangouts/Bars
Sweet Afton, 30-09 
34th St.,  
718-777-2570
Why go: Handcrafted 
gastropub featuring craft 
beers and local suppliers. 
No plasma sets here.

Hell Gate Social, 12-21 
Astoria Blvd., 
718-204-8313 
Why go: Counter-
revolutionary bar that 

welcomes “artists of all 
disciplines, revolutionar-
ies and fallen angels”

The Sparrow Tavern, 
24-01 29th St.,  
718-606-2260
Why go: You won’t need 
a vintage costume at this 
Boho-friendly rock pub 
and performance space. 

Sunswick, 35-02 35th 
St., 718-752-0620
Why go: You’ll get a 
huge collection of craft 
beers without bespoke 
bartenders at this quint-
essential neighborhood 
bar.

Café Bar, 32-90 36th 
St.,  718-204-5273
Why go: One of the first 
chill bars in the neighbor-
hood—a foreshadowing 
of what was to come. 
Some of the charm was 
lost in recent renovations, 
but it’s still a sold pick.

Eateries
LINN, 29-13 Broad-
way, 718-204-0060

Why go: World-class 
sushi from the master 
chef Shigenori Tanaka, 

formerly of Masa.

Vesta Trattoria & Wine 

Bar, 21-02 30th Ave., 
718-545-5550
Why go: Inspired by Italy 
and the local greenmar-
ket, it’s a pioneer in Asto-
ria’s growing slow food 
movement. Come also for 
the wines on tap. 

BareBurger, 33-21 31st 
Ave., 718-777-7011
Why go: The burger bar 
in the 31st Street micro-
corridor is all organic — 
right down to the rough-
hewn furnishings. 

Astor Bake Shop,  
12-23 Astoria Blvd., 
718-606-8439
Why go: Newly opened 
SoHo-style bakeshop has 
downtown vibe without 
the attitude.

Da Franco Ristorante, 
23-92 21st St.,  
718-267-0010 
Why go: The “original 
artisanal cheese” — 
homemade mozzarella 
made by Frank in Ridge-
wood and delivered here 
daily. 

hipThe 

list
A crib sheet of places 

that are on the 
vanguard of the new 

Queens.

AsTORiA

Sweet Afton, a handcrafted pub (andrew hinderaker)

Learn more from Eichenbaum at 
GeogNYC.com. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE OF A FRANCHISE AND CONCESSION REVIEW COMMITTEE (“FCRC”)
PUBLIC HEARING to be held on Monday, November 8, 2010 commencing at
2:30 PM at 22 Reade Street, Borough of Manhattan, regarding two items
related to the transfer of control to Light Tower LLC of Lexent Inc., the parent
company of Lexent Metro Connect, LLC (“Lexent”). Lexent is currently the
holder of: (1) a high-capacity telecommunications franchise and (2) a mobile
telecommunications franchise. Lexent seeks the City’s approval of said transfer
of control with respect to each of these two franchises.

Regarding item number (1), the FCRC approved the high-capacity franchise
agreement between the City of New York (“the City”) and Lexent on June 12,
2002 (Cal. No. 2). The franchise authorizes Lexent to install, operate and
maintain facilities on, over and under the City’s inalienable property to provide
telecommunications services.

Regarding item number (2), the FCRC approved the mobile telecommunications
franchise agreement between the City and Lexent on February 6, 2008 (Cal.
No. 1). The franchise provides Lexent with the non-exclusive right to install,
operate and maintain telecommunications equipment and facilities on City-owned
and managed street light poles, traffic light poles, highway support poles
and certain privately-owned utility poles located on, over and under the
inalienable property of the City in connection with the provision of mobile
telecommunications services.

Copies of the existing franchise agreements and proposed ownership chart may
be viewed at DoITT, 75 Park Place, 9th Floor, New York, New York 10007,
commencing October 14, 2010 through November 8, 2010, between the hours
of 9:30 AM and 3:30 PM, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. Hard copies
of either or both of the franchise agreements may be obtained, by appointment,
at a cost of $.25 per page. All payments shall be made at the time of pickup by
check or money order made payable to the New York City Department of Finance.
Either or both of the existing franchise agreements may also be obtained in
PDF form at no cost, by email request. Interested parties should contact Roxanne
Chambers at (212) 788-6610 or by email at RChambers@doitt.nyc.gov.

NOTE: Individuals requesting sign language interpreters at the public hearing
should contact the Mayor’s Office of Contract Services, Public Hearing
Unit, 253 Broadway, 9th Floor, New York, New York 10007, (212) 788-7490,
no later than SEVEN (7) BUSINESS DAYS PRIOR TO THE PUBLIC HEARING.
TDD users should call Verizon relay service.

The Hearing may be cablecast on NYC Media Group channels.

BRAND NEW  
APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT
330 Riverdale

Yonkers, NY

Affordable rents starting…

• Early 2011 Occupancy
• Wood floors throughout apartment
• Gourmet kitchens with Grohe fixtures and  
  stainless steel appliances
• Two lushly landscaped terraces
• State-of-the-art fitness center
• Central laundry room
• Bike and private storage
• Pet friendly
• On-site parking
• Convenient to shopping, mass transportation,  
  and much more!

• Rent includes heat and hot water. Must meet income  
  guidelines, which will vary depending upon household size.

FOR MORE DETAILS
CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

914-636-RENT (7368)
WWW. 330riverdale.com

NO FEE

STUDIOS from $896*
1 BRs   from $956*
2 BRs from $1,145*
3 BRs from $1,323*

Sponsor: 
326 Riverdale Owners LLC

Retail
Astoria Wine & 
Spirits, 34-12 
Broadway, 718-
545-9463
Small wine shop 
guided by a young 
tastemaker. 

Candy Plum, 30-
98 36th St., 718-
721-2299
The keen focus 
on local designers 
at this boutique 
guarantees you’ll 
walk out with unique 
clothing and acces-
sories.

Greek treat
Taverna Kyclades, 
33-07 Ditmars 
Blvd., 718-545-
8666.
Bustling Greek 
restaurant open late 
and offering some 
of the best Tzatziki 
west of the Acropo-
lis. Seafood is the 
specialty here.

Old-school 
gem
Bohemian Hall 
& Beer Garden, 
29-19 24th Ave., 
718-274-4925
Owned and man-
aged by an organiza-
tion dedicated to 
preserving the area’s 
Czech and Slovak 
communities, this 
Astoria institution 
serves up serious 
beer and bratwurst.

Skateboard 
heaven
Astoria Skate-
board Park, 
Astoria Park, 21st 
Street at Hoyt 
Avenue
Opened this week, 
a $1.6 million, 
21,500-square-foot 
skate park in Astoria 
Park, at the foot of 
the RFK Bridge. 

This waterfront 
community has 
finally blossomed.

Eateries
Burger Garage 
25-36 Jackson 
Ave., 718-392-
0424
Opened by Palm 
Restaurant own-

ers, this converted 
industrial garage is 
now a burger joint.

M. Wells, 21-17 
49th Ave., 718-
425-6917
Simple Quebecois 
food and a hip vibe.

LIC market, 21-52 
44th Dr., 718-
361-0013
This new restaurant, 
wine bar and market 
features artisa-
nal sandwiches and 
local foods.

Shi, 47-20 Center 
Blvd., 347-242-
2450
Asian fusion res-
taurant and lounge 
opened by two 
brothers who were 
former U.N. chefs.

Bars/lounges
Lounge 47, 47-10 
Vernon Blvd., 
718-937-2044 
Approachable 
lounge that doesn’t 
require hipster ID or 
knowledge of elder-
berry spirits.

Studio Square, 
35-33 36th St., 
718-383-1001
Gigantic beer garden 
offers sauerkraut 
and sushi and is 
a prim spot for 
people-watching. 

Dutch Kills, 27-
24 Jackson Ave., 
718-383-2724
Handcrafted 
cocktails + uber-
mixologists = slick 
speakeasy. 

Retail
Lightbox Home, 
12-07 Jackson 
Ave., 646-340-
0982
The handcrafted 
lighting here fits 
almost any décor. 

Hunter’s Point 
Wine & Spirits, 
47-07 Vernon 
Blvd., 718-472-
9463
A nicely curated 
selection of wines 
featuring small 
estates and organic 
producers.

Quaint, 46-10 
Skillman Ave., 
917-779-9220
All-you-can-eat 

mussels and fries 
on Monday nights 
($18).

Bliss Bistro, 45-
20 Skillman Ave., 
718-729-0778
This French bistro 
is Michelin-recom-
mended. 

Claret Wine Bar, 
46-02 Skillman 
Ave., 718-937-
7411
The 100+-bottle 
wine list is care-
fully curated. They 
also have local craft 
beers on tap and in 
bottles. 

Old-school 
pick
Alpha Donuts, 
45-16 Queens 

Blvd.
Seemingly stuck 
in a time warp 
from 1973, this 
ever-popular local 
diner is inexpensive, 
friendly and, most 
importantly, open 24 
hours.

Irish mainstay
The Gaslight, 43-
17 Queens Blvd., 
718-729-9900
Laid-back Irish pub 
with an outdoor gar-
den and a smoking 
section. Stays open 
late and hosts live 
music, including Irish 
folk tunes.

Retro roost
Stray Vintage, 
48-09 Skillman 
Ave., 718-779-
7795
One of the best 
vintage stores in not 
only the borough, 
but the whole city. 
Most of the cool col-
lectibles have been 
picked up at thrift 
stores and antique 
fairs.

Burger 
bastion
Donovan’s Pub, 
57-24 Roosevelt 
Ave., 718-429-
9339
Dark-wood booths, 
stained-glass win-
dows add waitresses 
in brogues and 
old-fashioned atmo-
sphere.

Must-see
Little Manila, 
Roosevelt Ave., 
63rd St.-71st St.
This section of 
Woodside is packed 
full of Filipino-
owned and themed 
stores and restau-
rants.

Party place
Bum Bum Bar, 
63-14 Roosevelt 
Ave., 718-651-
4145
Known as an extro-
vert lesbian hangout, 
this Latin-styled 
venue is popular 
with straight drink-
ers too. Salsa and 
merengue rule the 
dance floor. 

Artsy pit stop
Topaz Arts Cen-
ter, 55-03 39th 
Ave., 718-505-
0440
This non-profit 
multidisciplinary arts 
organization pro-
vides contemporary 
performance and 
visual arts. 

Espresso 77, 35-
57 77th St., 718-
424-1077
Opened by two 
architects, this cof-
feehouse and art 
space sources its 
menu locally. 

Indian 
standby
Jackson Diner, 
37-47 74th St., 
718-672-1232
Offering authentic 
Indian dishes, from 
classic curries to 
south Indian dosas 
(Indian crepes), 
Jackson Diner is 
a standout of the 
area’s many restau-
rants.

SITE design (35-11 34th Ave., LIC) offers quirky housewares.     (Photos: Andrew hinderAker)

Enjoy a craft brew at Claret Wine Bar.

LONG ISLANd 
cItY

+ Must see
The waterfront at Gantry Plaza State 
Park., 718-786-6385
Visit the remnants of the LIRR Terminal, 
where 40,000 feet of track once loaded 
freight onto barges. All that remains are the 
iconic black gantry towers and unbeatable 
views of the midtown skyline.

SuNNYSIdE

wOOdSIdE

JAckSON 
hEIGhtS
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NEWLY CONSTRUCTED AFFORDABLE COOPERATIVE APARTMENTS FOR SALE
Sponsor, 775 Lafayette Avenue LLC, located at 18-35 130th Street, College Point, NY, is pleased to announce that applications are now being
accepted for 82, 1, 2 and 3 bedroom cooperative apartments at The Shelton Cooperative, located at 775 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, NY.These units
will be offered to 1st time homebuyers (i.e., have not owned a home in past 5 years) through New York City Department of Housing Preservation and
Development, NYC Housing Development Corporation and The Housing Partnership. Occupancy is expected for June 2011. The Shelton’s amenities
include solid wood cabinets, stainless steel appliances, hardwood floors, PTAC air conditioning/heating units, and washer/dryers in every unit. Each
apartment is pre-wired for cable TV, internet, in-wall speakers and NuVo touch screens. There is a well-equipped fitness room, a community room,
and a furnished lounge with a large flat screen television and game tables for use by the building’s residents. The building has 25 indoor parking
spaces available for rent for resident parking on a first come first served basis. There are also storage lockers available for rent for all residents.
The estimated sales prices, unit sizes, and estimated income requirements are as follows:

* - Priority for two bedroom units will be given to households with two or more members.
** - Priority for three bedroom units will be given to households with three or more members.
# - Six of the one and two bedroom units may be subject to federal HOME Investment Partnership Program restrictions.

The HOME restrictions limits household sizes consisting of one person to a maximum income of $44,350; two people
to a maximum income of $50,700; three people to a maximum income of $57,050; four people to a maximum income of $63,350

A minimum 10% down payment will be required for all the units. All applicants must have good credit history and have the means to meet monthly
debt obligations. Please note apartments receiving AHC subsidy have asset restrictions attached to them. Applicants must meet income guidelines
based on household size and other selection criteria to qualify. Purchasers who desire cooperative loan financing must qualify for same. Please note
that the quoted sales prices and minimum and maximum required household incomes are estimates and subject to change. Buyers must occupy
the apartment as their primary residence.

HOW TO APPLY: To request an application, please (1) go to www.gaccorp.net, click on “Available Properties”, click on the
“Condominiums/Co-ops” tab, and then click on “The Shelton” to download the application or (2) send a self-addressed envelope to: 775 Lafayette
Avenue LLC, 18-35 130th Street, College Point, NY 11356. No request for applications will be accepted over the telephone or via fax. Completed
applications must be returned by regular mail only (no certified, registered, express, overnight mail or Email will be accepted) to a PO Box number
that will be listed with the application and must be postmarked by the deadline date December 4, 2010. Applications postmarked by the deadline
date will be placed in a lottery pool and randomly selected. One application per Household. Applicants or co-applicants who submit more than
one application will be disqualified.

Preference will be given to New York City residents. Current and eligible residents of Brooklyn Community Board #3 will receive preference for
50% of the units. Eligible households that include persons with mobility impairments will receive preference for 5% of the units; eligible households
that include persons with visual and/or hearing impairments will receive preference for 2% of the units; and eligible City of New York Municipal
Employees will receive a 5% preference.

Informational seminars will be held at: St. Philips Christian Church (in the Fellowship Hall in the basement level of the church), 765 Lafayette
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY (corner of Throop Avenue and Lafayette Avenue) on Tuesday, October 19, 2010 from 6:00PM to 8:00PM and Tuesday, November
9, 2010, from 6:00PM to 8:00PM.

This advertisement is not an offering. No offering can be made until an offering plan is filed with the Department of Law of the State of New York.
This advertisement is made pursuant to Cooperative Policy Statement No. 1 issued by the New York State Attorney General. File # C09-0010.

No Broker’s Fee. No Application Fee
MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG, Mayor

The City of New York Department of Housing Preservation and Development
Rafael E. Cestero, Commissioner
Marc Jahr, President – NYC HDC

www.nyc.gov/housing

# Units Available Apt. Size Est. Sales Price Household Size Total Estimated Annual Income
Range: Min – Max

10 1 Bedroom $112,500 - $137,500 1 person $33,818 - $49,900

2 persons $38,650 - $57,100

2 1 Bedroom $207,500 - $212,500 1 to 2 persons $49,950 - $69,740

1 1 Bedroom $249,500 1 to 2 persons $61,050 - $82,420

30 *2 Bedroom $140,000 - $160,000 1 person $33,818 - $49,900

2 persons $38,650 - $57,100

3 persons $43,481 - $64,200

4 persons $48,312 - $71,300

5 2 Bedroom $260,000 - $265,000 2 to 4 persons $57,060 - $87,120

5 2 Bedroom $325,000 - $330,000 2 to 4 persons $69,740 - $102,960

18 2 Bedroom $418,500 - $456,500 2 to 4 persons $82,420 - $138,600

6 **3 Bedroom $190,000 - $205,000 2 persons $38,650 - $57,100

3 persons $43,481 - $64,200

4 persons $48,312 - $71,300

5 persons $52,177 - $77,000

6 persons $56,042 - $82,700

3 3 Bedroom $387,500 - $395,000 2 to 6 persons $69,740 - $119,470

2 3 Bedroom $445,000 - $455,000 2 to 6 persons $82,420 - $160,825

Rock out
Today’s Music, 
73-09 37th Rd., 
718-429-7179
Anyone with a 
(secret) passion 
for Bollywood and 
Indian and Pakistani 
music will find what 
they are looking for.

Gay getaway
Club Atlantis, 76-
19 Roosevelt Ave., 
718-457-3939
Chiseled strippers, 
drag talent and 
over-the-top circular 
dance floors attract 
crowds from far 
afield.

Danny Brown 
Wine Bar &  
Kitchen, 104-02 
Metropolitan 
Ave., 718-261-
2144
Michelin-starred 
wine bar and res-
taurant praised for 
its excellent, locally 
sourced charcuterie. 

Pizza pick
Nick’s Pizza, 108-
26 Ascan Ave., 
718-263-1126
Famous for what it 
doesn’t have — no 
wood, brick or coal 
oven — owner Nick 
Angelis’s gas still 
cooks up some 
mightily popular 
pizzas.

Comics caterer 
Montasy Comics 
and Collectibles, 
70-17 Austin St., 
2nd. Fl. 
718-575-8815
Features shelves 
of manga, graphic 
novels, “Star Wars” 
figurines, busts of 
characters from 
“The X-Files” and 
Japanese action 
figures.

Billiards 
bastion
The Billiard Co. 
pool hall, 70-49 
Austin St., 718-
520-7665
Plays host to 19 
well-kept pool 

tables, two ping-
pong tables, comfy 
sofas and candlelit 
drinking tables. 

Go for a hike
Dubbed Queens’ 
Central Park, For-
est Park has seen 
a renaissance, with 
major renovations.

Gabbana Restau-
rant & Lounge, 
107-11 Northern 
Blvd.,  
718-651-4052
Hot modern Domini-
can restaurant 
recently opened by 
celebrity chef Ricar-
do Cardona (Hudson 
River Café).

Nueve Nueve, 
99-01 Northern 
Blvd., 718-426-
9099
Eclectic Latin menu 
from the Americas 
including a Peruvian 
roasted chicken, 
taken up a notch.

CoRoNa

Belief, a skate shop and boutique at 29-20B 23rd Ave., has 
decks galore.    (Andrew HinderAker)

+ Must-see

Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 
Greenpoint 
Ave.,  
718-729-3880
The first and only 
bilingual Hispanic 
theater in Queens, 
this nonprofit, 
open since 1977, 
has produced 
more than 150 
plays, zarzu-
elas and folklore 
shows, and is an 
important venue 
for Spanish and 
Latin American 
plays. 

Fresh at Alpha Donuts  (MArie ClAire AndreA)

FoRest 
hills
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RENT BROOKLYN
...find youtopia.

•••

Rents Starting at $2,159*
Call for Specials!

866-408-4811
www.avalonyoutopia.com

Gina found youtopia in
Brooklyn on the 23rd floor.

Fitness Center • 24-hour Concierge
Resident Lounge • Billiards • Urban Park Plaza
Garage & Valet Parking • 10 Subway Lines

WiFi Access • Pet Friendly

Gina’s View

*Rents & specials subject to change.

Meet some of the movers and 
shakers in New York’s second 
most populous and most diverse 
borough.

Eric Benaim, 32
president, Modern Spaces 
real estate
“We do see a lot of people mov-
ing from Brooklyn to here. A lot 
of Park Slopers—they’re priced 
out. A lot of people come here 
because they like to be near bars 
and restaurants, but don’t want 
the crowds and the carriages.”

Ben Flanner, 29
farmer and founder  
of Brooklyn Grange
“There’s a positive energy 

in Queens’ 
communities 
and thriving 
markets. We’ve 
seen a lot of 
interest and 
support, tons 
of volunteers. 
That’s some of 

the cool stuff that’s come out of 
doing this.”

Brian Rafferty, 41
executive editor,  
Queens Tribune
“The thought that Queens is 
somehow backward is absurd. 
It’s been the home of an offshoot 
of MOMA for 40-plus years. It’s 
been home for decades to some 
of the greatest artists in the city 
who just preferred not to live in 
Manhattan.”

Tamara Reynolds
author, chef/caterer and fu-
ture star of Food Network’s 
new cooking show
“I think it’s easy to move to 
Brooklyn: It’s just add water and 
stir. Queens is harder: it’s so real 

it hurts — immigrants who are 
so busy working to pay the bills 
and get a leg up it doesn’t occur 
to them that they need to be 
‘authentic.’“

Alia Akkam, 31
founder of Q Note
“This isn’t a place where hipsters 
are going to take over. …[t]here’s 

an influx of young people, but 
you don’t see them dominating. 
There’s a co-existence; everyone 
here has found a home.”

Queens Crapper,  
(age unknown)
founder of Queens Crap blog
“There were once a lot of great 
spots in Queens. Unfortunately, 
most of them have been demol-
ished and replaced with soulless 
crap, and the ones that are left 
are way too overcrowded to enjoy 
now.”

Brooklyn Grange
37-18 Northern Blvd., 
Long Island City 
The city’s largest (one-
acre) rooftop urban farm.  
brooklyngrangefarm.com

Two Coves Community 
Garden
11-01 30th Ave., Astoria
Quirky community garden and 
host site of Western Queens 

Composting Initiative, 
which hosts monthly 

bike tours and pot lunch 
meals.

twocovescommunitygarden.org

Build it Green! NYC
3-17 26th Ave., Astoria
The city’s only non-profit retail 
outlet for salvaged and surplus 
building materials. bignyc.org

Queens County  
Farm Museum
73-50 Little Neck Parkway, 
Floral Park
The original “green movement,” 
it’s the oldest and largest sus-
tainable working farm in the city 
limits. queensfarm.org

Coming in late 2011: 
Queens Harvest  
Food Co-Op
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Zora O’Neill, 38
travel writer and author of Forking Fantastic
“To me, what I love about Queens is that I am just one of a million 
kinds of people on the street. The mishmash is amazing and great 
and makes me feel like a citizen of everywhere.”

Ruairi Curtin, 34
owner, Sweet Afton 
“I’m not surprised by [our] 
success because I’ve always 
had a lot of faith in this neigh-
borhood. I think this is the 
next Brooklyn—we are now 
where Williamsburg was 10 or 
15 years ago. It’s going to get 
better and better.”

Leah McLaughlin, 39
editor and publisher  
of Edible Queens
“When I first moved here, this 
was really the city I always 
wanted to live in. You can work 
in the media in Manhattan, 
and you can come here and 
have a life and a backyard.”
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