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In her career as a televi-
sion executive, Brooklyn 
resident Ilene Richardson 
saw designer furniture 
come and go as production 
sets were changed up or 
refreshed. 

Richardson, 42, often 
wondered where it all went. 
And when she decided to 
find out, she discovered 
an untapped vault of high-
end furniture languishing 
in warehouses, awaiting a 
second life. 

She decided to be that 
lifeline. Richardson found-
ed furnish-d.com, a Web 
retailer, which aims to con-
nect everyday people with 
A-list furniture at 
significant savings. 

Likening her idea 
to insider sample 
sales in the fashion 
industry, Richard-
son said, “It occurred to me 
there was a similar situa-
tion in furniture. There’s 
the high-end antique trade 

and there’s cheap stuff on 
eBay. But where does all the 
really good stuff go? Who’s 

reselling that?”
Some items are 

sourced from de-
signer showcases 
or high-end depart-
ment stores — say, 

a settee from Bergdorf 
Goodman’s shoe depart-
ment. Others arrive from 
production sets from shows 

such as “The Real 
Housewives of New 
York” or maybe your 
favorite television 
talk show. 

And some pieces 
come from celebrity 
homes — often the 
cast-offs after a re-
modeling project. 

What are the chances 
you could walk off with 
something like Katie Cou-

ric’s couch or Oprah’s 
end tables? 

“You never know,” said 

Richardson, who launched 
Courteney Cox’s home-
design reality show.

Richardson called in her 
sources — set stylists and 
designers, interior decora-
tors — and found no lack 
of industry experts who 
knew about these hidden 
treasures, but didn’t know 
how to connect them with 
qualified buyers.

She also sources from 
Furniture Masters, a com-
pany whose roots trace 
back to her grandfather’s 
dry-goods store on the 
Lower East Side and that 
now makes furniture for the 
likes of David Bowie, Calvin 
Klein,  Uma Thurman and 
Keith Hernandez. 

Richardson said inven-
tory is an ever-changing 

grab bag from Manhat-
tan penthouses to rock-
star mega-mansions, 
and typically offers 

savings of up to two-
thirds the original 

price. Furnish-d 
takes a 40 per-

cent commission on 
transactions.

“I’m giving custom-
ers sexier alternatives 
to cookie-cutter furni-
ture stores, but also 
things that are better 

made,” she said.

Lap of luxury at a discount
Web biz deals 
in high-end 
furniture
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Markets rattled as populist outrage grows
For 10 months, the stocks 

climbed at breathtaking 
speed. But the Dow suf-
fered its worst week since 
dropping to a 12-year low 
in early March. It fell 552 
points Wednesday through 
Friday, including 216 on 

Friday.
One big reason investors 

scrambled to sell: fear over a 
wave of populism that swept 
a Republican to an upset vic-
tory in the Massachusetts 
Senate race on Tuesday. 
When President Barack 

Obama responded on Thurs-
day with a broadside against 
banks, the market plunged. 
Disappointing corporate 
earnings and concern that 
China will slow its economy 
added to the jitters.

Not to mention the calls 

for Fed Chairman Ben Ber-
nanke’s head.

A clear sign the market 
was in trouble came Friday. 
Intel announced profits were 
a lot higher last quarter than 
analysts had expected.

Its stock fell anyway.  (AP)

At about $69, Berkshire 
shares for the masses
Warren Buffett’s Berkshire 
Hathaway has opened itself up 
to the masses after a 50-to-1 
split of its Class B shares took 
the stock price from around 
$3,500 to $69 each. That 
means you can buy a share 
of one of the world’s most 
successful companies for the 
same price of salesforce.com or 
Panera Bread.

Wal-Mart slashing Sam’s 
force by 11,200 workers
Wal-Mart said yesterday it is 
cutting about 11,200 jobs at 
its Sam’s Club warehouse divi-
sion as it outsources in-store 
product sampling to marketing 
company Shopper Events in an 
effort to win more customers 
and boost lagging sales. The 
terminations represent about 
10 percent of the warehouse 
club operator’s staff.

Hope for Fed chair as  
supporters step up
White House officials and Sen-
ate leaders predicted yesterday 
that Fed Chairman Ben Ber-
nanke will be confirmed again. 
White House spokesman Rob-
ert Gibbs said a new term for 
the central bank head is needed 
to ensure stability in the finan-
cial system. Lawmakers would 
send a bad message to financial 
markets by “playing politics 
in any way” with Bernanke’s 
nomination, Gibbs said.     (AP)

Briefs

This week is chockablock with news 
that could help or hurt shares. 

Here’s a look:
■  The Fed meets on interest rates.
■  Bernanke faces reappointment 

battle.
■  A cavalcade of earnings reports is due. 
■  The government estimates how the 

economy performed last quarter.

+STILL POP-ULAR AT 50
HAPPY B-DAY, BUBBLE WRAP! The product once envisioned as a new type 
of wallpaper turns 50 this month. Here’s a fun fact: Enthusiasts’ obsession with it 
has spawned more than 250 Facebook pages devoted to Bubble Wrap.             (AP)

WHAT YOU MIGHT FIND

■  New custom couch, $3,750
■  Fuzzy Lucite bench, 

$1,800
■  Cindy Ciskowski table lamp, 

$450
For more info: furnish-d.com

Ilene Richardson has made a career of reselling high-end furniture.                         (AMNY)
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(AP)


