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Hawking turkey in Clinton Hill
BY LANA BORTOLOT
Special to amNewYork

Aricka Westbrook traded in 
what she described as a glamor-
ous public relations career replete 
with red carpets and luxury travel 
for something a little more 
down-home: turkey.

The entrepreneur opened 
an eatery, Jive Turkey, on 
Myrtle Avenue in Clinton 
Hill. Westbrook saw the potential 
in the neighborhood back in 2003 
as gentrification was just taking 
hold.

“This commercial strip was lag-
ging behind the residential upsurge 

and I felt like [people] were ready 
to have something more than the 
usual takeout,” she said. “I thought, 
‘Why should I wait for someone 
else to make my neighborhood 
nice — why not do it myself?’”

So, after digging into her savings 
and tapping angel investors, she 
opened this eatery dedicated to 
the all-American bird. 

“People like to eat turkey, they 
just don’t like to cook it,” she reck-
oned, and that instinct has paid 

off. 
Westbrook, 39, of Pros-

pect Heights, said she had 
her best year in 2009, and 
is considering franchis-

ing the eatery, which specializes 
in deep-fried turkey paired with 
sides and seasonings for either 
traditional or gourmet palates.

The business has taken wing 
in part because of Westbrook’s 

PR acumen. Jive Turkey has been 
featured on the Food Network and 

the Travel Channel. The exposure 
has helped make the storefront a 

foodie destination.
Robin Jordan is one such food 

tourist who made the trip from 
Newark to sample the turkey-
cheddar sandwich. After clean-
ing her plate she said, “Of all the 
turkey sandwiches I’ve had, I’m 
giving it a nine and only because 
my grandma’s turkey is a 10.”

Aricka Westbrook is considering franchising Jive Turkey.              (DAVE SANDERS)
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Eatery dedicated 
to the all-American 
bird takes wing

Jive Turkey
441 Myrtle Ave., Brooklyn

$55.50-
$88.50

The price range for a whole fried turkey.

40%
of Jive Turkey’s business is during the 

holidays.

+WEEK AHEAD
A TWO-WEEK ADVANCE has left stocks just shy of positive territory for the year. This 
week investors have a bevy of reports on housing, jobs and gross domestic product to 
consider. Also, Fed Chairman Ben Bernanke will testify on Capitol Hill.                            (CNN)


