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East Village favorite facing a sad end
BY LANA BORTOLOT
Special to amNewYork

Ray’s Candy Store, an East Vil-
lage hangout for punks, poets and 

philosophers, 
has been teeter-
ing on disaster’s 
edge for a few 
months. If the 
tiny store does 
indeed close af-

ter 36 years, patrons say a piece of 
the neighborhood will go with it. 

Ray’s has long been a sort of urban 
general store, its shelves and coun-
ters packed with sundry items such 
as batteries and cigarettes. Though 
he no longer sells “Spaldeens,” kites 
and hula-hoops, owner Ray Alvarez 
has long supplied the neighborhood 
with egg creams, hot dogs and, 
more famously, Belgian fries. 

Late at night, regulars stop by 
the shop at 113 Ave. A for poetry he 
reads in Farsi, Arabic or his native 
Turkish.

He’s now two months behind on 
his $4,000 monthly rent. 

Alvarez, who faces both health 
and financial troubles, said the 
management company told him last 
week that if he didn’t have the rent 
by this Wednesday, he’d have two 

days to clear out.
“If the landlord gives me more 

time and we have warm weather, 
I could make more money,” said 
Alvarez, who turns 77 this month. 
“I work every day and I lose $200.”

Barbara Chupa, who runs a local 

insurance company and has man-
aged the property for 10 years, said 
it’s unlikely that Alvarez will be on 
the street soon, because it can take 
a long time to legally kick someone 
out for nonpayment of rent.

“[But] I have to proceed because 
the owner can’t let you stay there 
for nothing,” Chupa said.

Open 24/7, Alvarez pays two 
counter workers $50 each per day 
while he works the midnight shift. 
His ConEd bill is $1,600 a month 
in the winter. He also has to worry 
about $25 a day for milk, $200 a 
week for hot dogs and another $400 
a week for potatoes and frying oil. 

And with prices on most items 
less than $5 — an egg cream is 
$1.50 and an Obama Cheeseburger 
is $3.50 — there’s a faster turnover 
of food going out than cash coming 
in. 

 “If I work alone, I can pay all my 
bills,” Alvarez said. “Some of my 
friends say I should change or die. 
But I don’t know how to change.”
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Ray Alvarez, right, may have to close his store after 36 years. (PETER FOLEY)

Bam adviser slams banks 
over ‘offensive’ bonuses
White House economic adviser 
Christina Romer said yesterday 
that big year-end bonuses for 
bailed-out financial institu-
tions would be “ridiculous” 
and “offensive.” She also 
said reducing the country’s 10 
percent unemployment rate is 
essential to reining in the U.S.’ 
growing deficit, and seemed to 
back a House effort to pump an 
additional $75 billion in federal 
spending into the economy.

China surpasses Germany 
as biggest exporter
China overtook Germany as 
the world’s top exporter after 
December exports jumped 
17.7 percent for their first 
increase in 14 months, data 
showed yesterday, in another 
sign of China’s rise as a global 
economic force. Exports for 
the last month of 2009 were 
$130.7 billion.  (AP)

Briefs

+SEX ROBOT UNVEILED IN VEGAS
A NEW JERSEY COMPANY said it has developed “the world’s first sex robot.” At a demo at the Adult 
Entertainment Expo in Las Vegas last weekend, the dark-haired, negligee-clad rubber robot said “I love holding 
hands with you” when it sensed that its creator touched its hand. The robots cost $7,000-$9,000. (AP)




