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Abbaye de La Sauve-Majeure. 
The 11th-century Romanesque 
abbey, now a romantic ruin, is 
on the Santiago de 
Compostela pilgrim-
age route. Climb the 
bell tower for bird’s-
eye views.

It’s only across town, but Quart-
ier St-Michel feels worlds away 
thanks to resident Portuguese, 
Turks and Africans. Start at Place 
Canteloup.

Bordeaux beyond the grapes 
BY LaNa BortoLot l special to amNewyork

No longer a dusty madame or a company town, Bordeaux has 
emerged as France’s second city. Come here for the wine and the 
noble heritage, yes, but also poke into the trendy corners of this 
surprisingly happening city.
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to staY road trip the souveNir

The Utopia, an anar-
chist cafe and art-film 
theater in a deconse-
crated 14th-century 
church. (5 Place Camille 
Jullian, cafe.utopia.
free.fr)

Le Bistrot Boheme, in the hip 
Chartrons neighborhood. Spe-
cializing in plats a la plancha (hot 
grill) and jazz. (84 Rue Camille 
Godard, lebistrotboheme.com)

No two rooms are 
alike at the boutique 
L’Avant Scène, housed 
in an 18th-century for-
mer wine merchant’s 
house. ($128-$180 for 
rooms, $265-$520 for 
suites, 36 Rue de Borie, 
lavantscene.fr)

Anything from the numerous 
antique or brocante shops in 
Chartrons. Best browsing on 
Rue Notre Dame. 

Wine Gallery & Cellar 
dispenses Grand Cru 
wines (some costing 
up to $600 per bottle) 
from high-tech Enom-
atic machines. (14 
Cours de l’Intendance,  
maxbordeaux.com) 

The High Gothic 
Cathédrale Saint 
André is Bordeaux’s 
oldest skyscraper 
and rivals its Parisian 
cousin, Notre Dame. 
(Place Pey Berland) 

Board a small cruis-
er on the Gironde, 
the largest estuary 
in Europe. Choose 
from themed 
itineraries or stay 
onboard for the 
“Balade Gour-
mande & Vigner-
onne,” a three-hour 

seafood and wine feast. ($100 
per person, coeurdestuaire.com) 

While in Cap Ferret 
(see Road Trip inset), 
indulge in eating late-
afternoon oysters at the 
bistro at La Maison 
du Bassin, a nauti-
cally themed restaurant 
saved from kitsch by a 
mix of antiques. (5 Rue 
des Pionniers)

The waterfront Seeko’o Hôtel, 
the epitome of cool with sleek 
minimalist interiors, hi-tech ame-
nities and a lounge with a view 
and fresh seasonal cocktails. 
(Suites $245-$500, 54 Quai de 
Bacalan, seekoo-hotel.com)

Cap Ferret, 
a peninsula 
famous for its 
lighthouse and 
low-key, old-
money vibe. 

Pick up an antique map in the 
Saturday flea market at Place 
Saint-Michel or nearby Passage 
Saint-Michel, an antiques shop 
inside 14 Place Canteloup.

Choose a picnic from among 
200 cheeses in Jean D’Alos 
fromagerie. The shop is atop 
the ruins of a 15th-
century con-
vent, which 
houses 
the aging 
caves. (4 
Rue Mon-
tesquieu) 

A scallop shell 
from the Abbey 
gift shop, the 
ancient symbol 
of the Santiago 
pilgrim. 

St. Emilion, a 
medieval town 
and historic 
center of wine 
production. 
Organize an 
itinerary at the 
local tourist 
office; some 
90 chateaux 
are open to the public. Or walk 
(10 minutes) to Chateau Canon, a 
Grand Cru classé estate. 

GETTING THERE 
To Bordeaux: From Paris, fly 
to Bordeaux’s Mérignac Airport. 
Jet’Bus ($9) heads to the city 
center every 45 minutes.

To Abbaye de La Sauve-
Majeure: Rent a car at the Gare 
de Bordeaux Saint-Jean and 
head southeast about 17 miles 
(D936 and D671). 

To Saint-Emilion: Trains leave 
from Saint Jean rail station.

To Cap Ferret: Buses leave 
from Saint-Jean rail station.

The owners of Chateau de 
Camperos in nearby Bar-
sac (11 miles) have lovingly 
restored original details 
such as the Moorish foyer. 
(Rates $135-$150, chateau-
de-camperos.com) 

The Regent Grand 
Hotel Bordeaux for the 
city’s most elegant digs. 
Marble baths, European-
style finishes and some 
rooms overlooking the 
Grand Theater. (Rates 
$340-$565, 2-5 Place 
de la Comedie, there-
gentbordeaux.com)

Brassiere Bordelaise for locally 
sourced modern classics such 
as entrecôte of Bazas beef and 
an impressive but approachable 
list of local wines. (50 Rue Saint-
Remi, brasseriebordelaise.fr) 

 from I’Intendant, a 
spiraling cathedral of 
wine. (2 Allees de Tourny, 
Bordeaux)




