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MONEY

Minimum opening deposit is only $50 ($25 in NY for Totally Free Checking only). Account requires a minimum of 5 transactions per month.
*Bring in your debit card and unused checks from another financial institution and we’ll pay you up to $25. The first ACH direct deposit
of $100 or more must be received within 60 days of account opening to receive the $50 cash payment. However, you may have up to
an additional 1–46 day grace period beyond such initial 60-day period for the first ACH deposit of $100 or more to be deposited to your
account. The duration of such grace period, if any, is dependent upon the day in the calendar month in which you open your account.
The first bill must be paid by Bill Pay service within 60 days of account opening to receive the $50 cash payment. The cash payments
for direct deposit and Bill Pay are limited to one payment per household, are subject to IRS form 1099-INT, and will be credited to your
checking account within 60 days after all conditions have been met.Your account must be open to receive the cash payments. Offer may be
withdrawn at any time. Limit one gift per new account. ©2010 Banco Popular North America. Member FDIC.

and it’s more convenient than ever with

over 33,000 FREE ATMs nationwide!

Open any personal checking account and

get up to $125*
plus a FREE GIFT!

Call 1-888-317-9062 or open an account

online at mypopularbanking.com today.

We still offer State University of New York 

Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Center
Administered by the New York City College of Technology (CUNY)

Employers: For assistance in filling your 
company’s job openings with qualified applicants 
at no cost to you, please contact our Career 
services office at 718-802-3361

Minimum Qualifications
18 years of age or older 
US Citizen, Permanent Resident or Refugee
Resident of NY State for One Year
High School Diploma or GED Required for college prep and 
career programs
Two & Four year college graduates and college students in 
good standing are not eligible for this program

Academic and Supportive Services Available

111 Livingston Street (Enter on Boerum Place)

BEOC Offers Tuition FREE 
Academic and Career Training!
CAREER PROGRAMS

Medical Billing & Coding*
Medical Office Administration*
Hospitality Management 

INFORMATION SESSION
718-802-3330 or
admissions@beoc.cuny.edu

National Certification Available

Verizon to 
pay $90M for 
false charges

Verizon will pay 
back $90 million to 
the more than 15 mil-
lion customers who 
were wrongly charged 
for data overages and 
Internet use, the New 
York Times reported 
yesterday.

T h e  co m p a n y 
said that it will apply 
refunds from $2 to 
$6 on the affected 
customers’ October 
or November bills and 
issue checks to former 
customers who were 
hit with the charges.

Verizon has been 
in talks with the 
Federal Communica-
tions Commission, 
addressing com-
plaints of unauthor-
ized charges and how 
to stop them.

Organic food firm opens 
B’klyn culinary center

BY LANA BORTOLOT
Special to amNewYork

You might call Nissa Pierson an 
extreme herbivore.

Her 13-year career in the cul-
tivation and promotion of herbs 

— what she calls her “herb world 
takeover” —  recently took sprout 
with Ger-Nis Culinary and Herb 
Center, an education offshoot of 
her existing organic food distribu-
tion company.

The new center focuses on 
fun food education for kids and 
adults, often enlisting the help of 
local chefs to spread the word. But 
Pierson already had her own street 
cred: Ger-Nis, started six years ago 

in her Park Slope kitchen, has 
grown into a multimillion-dollar 
business. This spring, the self-

funded company — founded on a 
handshake and a dream — moved 

into a new space in Gowanus, and 
includes an education center and 
a laboratory kitchen for cooking 
classes.

“As a whole, our message is we’re 
supporting sustainable agriculture,” 
Pierson said.

Ger-Nis sources mangoes, peppers, 
avocados and berries from small, 
certified Fair Trade producers. 

“We’re sensitive to products that 
are overproduced,” said Pierson, 
37, who travels monthly to check 
in with her producers and suss out 
new ones. “I look for quality and 
cleanliness.”

John Musser, owner of Tropic 
Trade LLC, an organic food seller 
in Cambridge, Mass., buys produce 
from Ger-Nis and said the product 
selection isn’t the only thing that 
differentiates the company.

“They’re very entrepreneurial and 
they’re very mission-driven with 
a very strong commitment to the 
products and the growers they work 
with,” Musser said.

More information at http://ger-nis.com

Green idea takes root
$12M
Yearly sales

11
Number 
of source 
countries

13
Employees

2,300
Square feet

The cooking center at Nissa Pierson’s Ger-Nis hosts classes 
three or four days per week in Brooklyn.
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