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+FIND IT
ASTORIA, a sprawling neighborhood 
in northwest Queens, is bounded by 
the East River, Northern Boulevard to 
the south, 50th Street to the west and  
Hazen Street to the north.

BY LANA BORTOLOT
Special to amNewYork

It may have been snubbed 
by its namesake John Jacob 
Astor, who never set foot in 
the neighborhood, but As-
toria hasn’t suffered for it. 

Early on, it was the choice 
of other wealthy New York-
ers, who built mansions 
in what came to be called 
Astoria Village. 

More recently, this mixed 
neighborhood has been the 
settlement for thousands of 
immigrants — first Italian, 
then Greek.  Today, it seems 

just about every 
ethnic, social 

and demographic group is 
represented. 

Blessed with ample hous-
ing, Manhattan views and 
great eats, Astoria attracts 
urbanites who appreciate 
its international flavor and 
hometown feel.

“Astoria is really viable for 

a younger demographic, and 
a lot of people who would go 
to Brooklyn or Manhattan 
are finding their way here,” 
said Alia Akkam, founder 
of theqnote.com, an e-mail 
newsletter and companion 
site dedicated to Queens. 

“There’s this young ele-
ment and this Old World 
feel, and they have man-

aged to peacefully coexist.”
Frank Arcabascio, a 

past president of the 30th 
Avenue Business Associa-
tion, attributes that in part 
to second-generation mer-
chants who have infused 
the family business with 

their own know-how.  
Increasingly, Astoria is 

the lure for more Manhat-
tan-style eateries, bars 
and shops, but locals don’t 
want the neighborhood to 
become just another dining 
destination. 

REAL ESTATE
To buy

$249,000
Studio apartment in pre-war 

condominium with large eat-in 
kitchen. 25-40 31st Ave.

CONTACT: DINA BITIS, ASTOR REALTY,        

718-545-3000 

$375,600-
$400,648

One-bedroom apartments in 
newly constructed condominium. 
Open layouts, private balconies. 

$558,000-
$609,000

Two-bedrooms. 31-35 31 St. 
CONTACT: ANGELA KONTIS, REALTY             

EXECUTIVES, 718-932-7575

To rent

$3,000
Three-bedroom, one-bath, single-

family attached house with semi-
basement, parking and backyard. 

28th Avenue and 37th Street. 

$1,700
Two-bedroom rent-stabilized 
apartment in pre-war building. 
30th Avenue and 34th Street. 

CONTACT: ERIC VITHAL, AMORELLI REALTY, 

917-447-6655

Linn
29-13 Broadway,
718-204-0060
Sushi chef Shigenori Tana-
ka, formerly of Masa, brings 
his f lair — described as 
“traditional Japanese with a 
modern French twist” — to 
this patch of mom-and-pop-
occupied Broadway. The 
presentation is as sleek as 
the interior (you can watch 
Japanese movies on a large 

screen) and the food is win-
ning borough-wide raves. 

Seva Indian Cuisine
30-07 34th St.,
718-626-4440
Fresh ingredients and 
family recipes distinguish 
Seva from the typical curry 
house. Less than a year old, 
Seva has quickly become a 
neighborhood institution 
because of its excellent 
value, friendly service and 
menu featuring dishes 
such as roasted eggplant, 

apricot lamb curry and fen-
nel chicken curry.

BareBurger
33-21 31st Ave.
718-777-7011
What looks like your corner 
bistro is actually the neigh-
borhood’s first 100 percent 
certified organic restau-
rant. As the menu suggests, 
burgers are the main draw 
here, and you can choose 
from beef, turkey, elk, bi-
son, ostrich, chicken, lamb 
or portobello mushroom all 

available with a number of 
toppings on locally made 
bread.   

Himalaya Teahouse
33-17 31st Ave.,
718-777-7450
Tucked into the 31st Street 
strip of eclectic eateries, 
this serene refuge offers 
dumplings, soups, organic 
noodles and salads in addi-
tion to its diverse tea menu. 
The teas come with tasting 
notes and are available by 
the cup or pot. 

Astoria: A gem in Qns.  
+Did you know?
Astoria once had a Germantown encompassing four farms 
purchased by the German United Cabinet Workers between 
35th and 50th streets.

TO EAT

Astoria has plenty of reasonably priced housing. 

Teas come with tasting 
notes at Himalaya.

LIVINGCI
TY

BareBurger is a spacious 
organic burger cafe in Astoria. 

(PHOTOS: CAMILO MONROY)
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Astorians don’t have to 
trek across the river for a 
craft beer or decent glass 
of wine.

Sweet Afton
30-09 34th St.,
718-777-2570
The gleam isn’t yet off the 
counter of this new bar, 
named for the Robert Burns 
poem. Its proposition is ear-
nest: “solid drinks and hon-
est, locally sourced food.”  
The owners are determined 
to create a friendly place 
that reflects the soul of the 
neighborhood and offers 
a hip but down-home spot 
away from the clamor-
ing beer-garden crowds. 
Reclaimed wood finishes, 
fried pickles and artisanal 
brews set the pub apart.

Winegasm
31-86 37th St., 
718-932-3331
The food and wine menu 
ref lects the global inter-
ests of the owners — from 
Mediterranean tapas to 
wines from the old and new 
worlds. There’s a particular 
emphasis on good-value 
wines from Spain and South 
America, but you can get 
your Super Tuscan here, 

too. Small and large tasting 
plates can be shared at the 
long wooden plank table, 
which dominates the space 
and is the spot for the two-
hour crash course in wines 
held Sundays from 4-6 p.m. 

Rapture
34-27 28th Ave.,
718-626-8044

Loungy, sexy and comfy all 
describe this living room-
cum-bar. The Victorian 
flea-market vibe is accen-
tuated with the deep club 
chairs, plush couches and 
eclectically matched tables, 
making it a favored place 
to curl up with friends dur-
ing the daily two-for-one 
happy hour (5-8 p.m.). Drink 

specials are offered every 
night, and on Thursdays 
tarot cards are read. If your 
future is looking bleak, at 
least the beers are $3 all 
night long. 

Bungalo Lounge
32-03 Broadway,
718-204-7010
Bungalo packs a lot into its 

small space: a menu that 
gets raves for its Tex-Mex 
snacks and fondue, salsa 
dance parties on Wednes-
days (free lessons from 8-9 
p.m.), live DJs on weekends 
(the mix also gets star 
reviews) and a $5 happy 
hour. It’s a local crowd, so 
just leave that city ’tude at 
the door. 

The Bohemian Hall, the 
neighborhood’s oldest 
beer garden, has been 
dethroned by the upstart 
Studio Square, a sleek 
18,000-square-foot drink-
ing and event space near 
Kaufman Astoria Studios. 
With nearly 20 domestic, 
imported and craft beers 
and a grill menu that tran-
scends kielbasa and kraut, 
it opened this summer to 
significant borough-wide 
buzz. No attention to 
detail was spared here: 
Wenge-wood bars, Belgian 
block courtyard and art 
murals elevate the art of 
drinking en masse. (35-33 
36th St.)

LAST CHANCE TO GET YOUR

$8,000

Studios - 3BR Homes from $115,940 to $345,700Studios - 3BR Homes from $115,940 to $345,700
2 & 3BRTownhouses from $263,340 to $347,2502 & 3BRTownhouses from $263,340 to $347,250

Brooklyn’s Largest, Most Affordable Condominium Development

888.662.2037 | MeadowWoodatGateway.com

Exclusive Sales Agent

Sales Office: 12205 Flatlands Avenue

To qualify, you must close on a new home by 11/30/09.
Act now to find out how you can own a beautiful new home

and take advantage of this incentive before it’s too late!

This is not an offering.The complete offering terms are in an
offering plan available from the sponsor. File No. CD89-0326.

Certain restrictions apply to qualify for tax credit.

qualify you must close on a new home by 11/30/09

FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER TAX CREDIT

FREE Homebuyer Seminar!
Saturday, October 17th 2PM • 12205 Flatlands Avenue

Find Out More on the $8,000 Tax Credit
and How Owning a New Home
May Be Cheaper than Renting!

Modern 1 & 2 Bedroom Condominiums
9 Will Be Sold ABSOLUTE Regardless of Price!

Grand Opening Prices up to: 1 Bedroom $415,000 / 2 Bedroom $584,000

Immediate Occupancy

217 NEWARK AVE JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302

PRE-GRAND OPENING EVENT

AUCTION

1.800.516.0014 • SAFFRONJC.COM

ONE EVENT : ONE OPPORTUNITY

Open House This Saturday & Sunday Oct. 17th & 18th from 11 am - 2 pm

This is a ONE TIME OPPORTUNITY
to own downtown Jersey City at your price!

Suggested opening bids: 1 Bedroom $175,000 / 2 Bedroom $250,000

A Racebrook
Portfolio Company

Studio Square is a new 
beer garden.  (RJ  MICKELSON)

TO PARTY THE BUZZ

Sweet Afton is a hip, new artisan bar that serves food and microbrews in the heart of Astoria.                          (CAMILO MONROY)
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110 GREEN STREET

GREENPOINT NO FEE RENTALS
1 1/2 MONTHS FREE RENT

DOORMAN

STUNNING LOBBY

FITNESS CENTER

INDOOR POOL

SAUNA

ROOFTOP DECK

W/D IN EVERY UNIT

ON-SITE PARKING

CONDO FINISHES

WALK TO RIVER

NO COMPROMISE FINISHES
MOREAMENITIES

ONE BEDROOMS FROM $2,275*
TWO BEDROOMS FROM $2975*
THREE BEDROOMS FROM $4,396*

718.486.4493
WWW.ELLIMAN.COM/BOZ

*NET EFFECTIVE RENT • EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Call for an appointment to our OPEN HOUSE
Tues & Thurs 5:30pm-7:45pm • Sat 10am-1:45pm

Larger apartments, lower rents and a
better lifestyle in a Green Community!

1/2 MONTH
FREE RENT

EHO

THE BEST RENTAL VALUE
IN NEW YORK CITY

177 STREET no broker fee

• ALL MODERN APPLIANCES • WINDOWED KITCHENS • WINDOWED
BATHROOMS • GENEROUS CLOSETS • HARDWOOD FLOORS

PARKCHESTER IS A MODERN MIRACLE OF AFFORDABLE LIVING
WITH 129 ACRES OF LAWNS, SHADE TREES, FLOWER BEDS,

PLAYGROUNDS, BALLFIELDS & 24 HOUR SECURITY.

See our model
apartments and our

Premier
apartment collection

718-412-4641

www.parkchesternyc.com
PARKCHESTER

2 bedroom apartments
$1300as

low
as

per
mo

1 bedroom apartments
IF YOU SIGN BY OCTOBER 15

$935as
low
as

per
mo

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY 14 East 34th Street 
2nd Floor

New York, NY 10016
T: (212)679-1868 
F: (212)679-1370

HOURS 
Mon: Closed

Tues & Wed: 10:00AM - 8 PM
Thurs & Fri: 10:00AM - 9 PM 

Sat:10AM - 6PM 
Sun: Closed 

No matter what style you are  
looking for Michael Christopher Hair 

Studio will make it come to life! 
Call 212-679-1868 

to make an appointment today!

20% discount with 
this  ad

To advertise with amNewYork,
call 212.239.5398

You can find national 
chain stores on the main 
business corridors, but 
look a little closer and you’ll 
find independent shops that 
reflect Astoria’s mom-and-
pop spirit.

The Little Soap 
Shop
22-07 36th St.,
718-704-4408
Owner Vivian Dritsas’ 
two-year-old shop, a teeny 
lavender sweet spot, fea-
tures subtlely scented 
soaps made by traditional 
methods and cured for six 
weeks. Dritsas uses fusions 
such as pineapple cilantro 
and blood orange bergamot. 
She also features comple-
mentary products such as 
lotions, Dead Sea salts and 
aftershaves. All products 
are 100 percent vegan, 
parabin- and toxin-free. 

Astoria Wines & 
Spirits
34-12 Broadway,
718-545-9463
Yang Gao’s curated wine 
shop, a new addition to 
Broadway, features small-
production estates (fewer 
than 5,000 cases a year) that 

offer good value and inter-
esting styles. You won’t find 
Yellowtail here, but you’ll 
find hand-designed tasting 
notes on the bottles that 
will direct you to intriguing 
estates. There are some or-
ganic vintages here, a good 
Japanese shochu selection, 
a few handpicked spirits 
and Gao’s special discovery: 
a prosecco named Astoria.

Candy Plum
30-98 36th St.,
718-721-2299
Girly girls will rejoice in 
this unabashedly feminine 
shop, which features more 
than 25 designers, most 
of whom are local women. 
It’s a gift destination with 
statement bags and baubles, 
handmade accessories, 
vintage-inspired dresses 

for going out and some guy 
gear. Here tough girls can 
buy Heroine Clothing, a 
New Jersey label favored by 
punk-band members.

Loveday 31
33-06 31st St.,
718-728-4057
With Kaufman Astoria 
Studios nearby, don’t be 
surprised to see stylists 

scoopi ng up 
the meticulously 
selected v intage 
(mostly 1960s-1980s) goods 
here. In addition to your 
“Mad Men” wardrobe, you 
can pick up jewelry, shoes, 
accessories and advice 
from owner Ivona Bilicic, a 
former buyer for Screaming 

Mimi’s boutique in the East 
Village.

Site
35-11 34th Ave.,
718-626-6030
Indie and local designers 
have a champion in Site, an 
eclectic home-furnishings 
boutique that features 
the work of many Queens-
centric artisans alongside 
other well-designed objects. 
There are lots of vintage 
and retro-inspired wares 
to be found. Some  local 
must-haves:  QNS-branded 
tote bags, bandannas and 
dish towels.

Loveday 31 is a popular shop that specializes in all things vintage.  (RJ MICKELSON/AMNY)

United Brothers Fruit Market at 32-24 30th Ave. offers a 
wide selection of fresh local produce.   (CAMILO MONROY)

TO SHOP

+Did you know?
Astoria was named for fur 
trader John Jacob Astor 
in a failed effort to have 
Astor become a financial 
patron of the area. 
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Beautiful Resort-Style Complex.
European influenced residences feature

terraces, pool, gym, sauna, library, billiards,
central air/heating and more. Tax abated.

SALES OFFICE OPEN EVERYDAY
MON-FRI 12-7 • SAT & SUN 12-6

LEARN ABOUT
• Low Interest Rates
• Loan & Incentive Programs
• Credit Counseling
• How You Can Qualify for an

$8,000 Federal Tax Credit

For Additional Information, Please call:

718-241-7000 or 800-524-4872
or Visit www.MillHarbor.com

1980 BERGEN AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY
BETWEEN ROYCE ST & AVE T (CLUB ROOM)

Over 90%
Sold!

LIMITED
TIME

OFFER!
$20,000
Closing

Assistance
Towards Any
Duplex Unit.

HOME
BUYER
SEMINAR
SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 17
AT 12 NOON

Newly
Built Condos
2 BR Duplex

From Low..$400’s
3BRs Also Available

Sponsor: Parkmore Development LLC
1970 Royce Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11234.
The complete offering terms are in the offering plan available from sponsor. File No. CD-05-0083

6 1 Studio $489 $18,411 – $21,504
15 1 1 Bedroom $523 $19,749 – $21,504
 2  $523 $19,749 – $24,576
5 2 2 Bedroom $632 $23,691 – $24,576
 3  $632 $23,691 – $27,648
 4  $632 $23,691 – $30,720

No broker’s or application fee should be paid to anyone regarding these applications.

DAVID A. PATERSON, GOVERNOR                      MICHAEL  R.  BLOOMBERG, Mayor

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
505 West 37th Street Apartments is pleased to announce that applications are now being accepted for 166 affordable rental 
apartments under construction at 505 West 37th Street in the Clinton section of Manhattan. This building is being constructed 
through the Inclusionary Affordable Housing Program of the City of New York’s Department of Housing Preservation and Development 
and with financing provided through the Secured Loan Rental Program of the New York State Housing Finance Agency. The size, rent, 

and income requirements of the 166 apartments are as follows:

*Subject to Occupancy Criteria     **Includes gas for heat and cooking     ***Income guidelines subject to change 

Apartments 
Available

Apartment 
Type*

Household
Size*

Monthly 
Rent**

Total Gross Annual
Income Range ***

Minimum- Maximum
32 1 Studio $624 $23,040 – $26,880
83 1 1 Bedroom $667 $24,686 – $26,880
 2  $667 $24,686 – $30,720
25 2 2 Bedroom $804 $29,589 – $30,720
 3  $804 $29,589 – $34,560
 4  $804 $29,589 – $38,400

Apartments 
Available

Apartment 
Type*

Household
Size*

Monthly 
Rent**

Total Gross Annual
Income Range ***

Minimum- Maximum

Applicants will be required to meet income, household size and additional criteria. To request an application, mail a POSTCARD to: 505 
West 37th Street Apartments; P. O. Box 1657; New York, NY 10159-1657. Or log on to https:// www.tfcornerstone.org/ to complete and 
download application. ALL completed applications must be returned by regular mail only (no priority, certi  ed, express or overnight 
mail will be accepted) to a post of  ce box that will be listed on the application, and must be postmarked by November, 30 2009.  
Applications postmarked after November 30, 2009 will be set aside for possible future consideration. Applications will be selected by lottery. 
Applicants who submit more than one application or a photocopied application will be disqualified. Preference will be given to: Manhattan 
Community Board #4 residents for 84 units; mobility-impaired persons for 8 units; visual and/or hearing impaired persons for 4 units; and City 

of New York municipal employees for 8 units. Also, preference for all units will be given to applicants who live in New York City.

SET ASIDE FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH INCOMES AT OR BELOW 50% OF AREA MEDIAN INCOME

SET ASIDE FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH INCOMES AT OR BELOW 40% OF AREA MEDIAN INCOME

Department of Housing Preservation and Development
RAFAEL E. CESTERO, Commissioner  

The City of New York
New York State Housing Finance Agency

PRISCILLA ALMODOVAR, President and Chief Executive Officer 
www.nyc.gov/hpd

Astoria and nearby Long 
Island City can claim some 
of Queens’ most beloved at-
tractions.

Socrates Sculpture 
Garden
32-01 Vernon Blvd.,
718-956-1819
Rain or shine, 365 days a 
year, this LIC waterfront 
park is open to the public 
as an art park, a garden 
and a spot to enjoy stellar 
Manhattan views. Once 
an abandoned landfill, the 
institution now serves as 
an open studio with large-
scale installations created 
by both established and 
emerging artists.  

Astoria Park
21st St. at RFK Bridge/
East River,
718-626-8620
Spanning from the RFK (for-
merly Triborough) Bridge to 
the Hell Gate Bridge, this 56-
acre park offers residents 
the largest swatch of green 
space in the neighborhood. 
Paths for biking and walk-
ing, basketball and tennis 
courts, a running track and 
the city’s largest historic 
swimming pool are among 
the recreation options. 

Spectacular city and river 
views make it a perfect spot 
for park-bench potatoes.

Noguchi Museum
32-37 Vernon Blvd.,
718-721-2308
This museum pays hom-
age to Japanese sculpture 
Isamu Noguchi, whose 
studio was located in Long 
Island City for many years. 
The converted factory has 
a series of galleries housing 
his masterworks in clay, 
stone, metal and wood; his 
light works, studio sets and 
personal papers. During the 
summer, concerts are held 
in the outdoor sculpture 
garden. 

The Museum of the 
Moving Image
35th Ave. at 37th St.,
718-784-0077
The city’s premier place 
for celebrating celluloid 
histor y is undergoing 

an expansion that will 
include new galleries, an 
exhibition space, screen-
ing rooms and educational 
facilities. In the interim, 
the interactive exhibition 
“Behind the Screen” is open 
and visitors can make ani-
mated stop-motion films, 
star in a personalized flip-
book or attend a mini film 
workshop. Parts of this 
family-friendly museum — 
screenings and additional 
programs — will continue 
off-site. 

Life in Astoria 
Frank Arcabascio, 

owner of Saloon Salon, 
tells amNewYork about 
his neighborhood.

What 
prompted 
you to open 
a shop in 
Astoria?
Originally 
my fam-
ily is from 
here, so I 
gravitated 
toward it. 

What’s not to like about 
the area?
If you don’t like growth 
and what it means then 
you might have a prob-
lem. But you can fight it 
or embrace it.

What changes do you 
like?
That you don’t have to 
leave the neighborhood 
to get something good 
to eat or enjoy enter-
tainment. Since when 
does Columbus Avenue 
get blown away by 30th 
Avenue? Since now.

Socrates Sculpture Park showcases outdoor art year-round.                  (PHOTOS: RJ MICKELSON/AMNY)

Two girls enjoy a frolic in Socrates Sculpture Park.

TO SEE

+Did you know?
Astoria has been home 
to a film-production or 
motion-picture studio 
since 1920. 
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